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history. The various tables on deserted sites are also not as accessible as
they might be for the uninitiated reader.

R. Bruce Hitchner
University of Dayton

Marie Therese Flanagan, Irish Society, Anglo-Norman Settlers, Angevin
Kingship: Interactions in Ireland in the Late Twelfth Century, Clarendon
Press, 1989, ix, 350 pp., biblio., index, $74.00.
How did Anglo-Normans become involved in Ireland, and what
role did they play? How did King Henry II come to take a hand, and
what was his role? What were the results of these intrusions into Irish
affairs? These are the questions with which Marie Therese Flanagan is
concerned in this carefully argued, detailed study of the first generation
of English politics in Ireland. Despite the title, Irish Society, AngloNorman Settlers, Angevin Kingship: Interactions in Ireland in the Late
Twelfth Century, there is little of "society" or "settlers" here. The book
emphasizes the interaction of kingship and lordship, Irish and English,
in the late twelfth century.
_
The book's primarily narrative approach is appropriate. Flanagan
devotes an initial chapter to relations between the Irish church and the
archbishops of Canterbury as the context of the bull Laudabiliter of n55.
She then concentrates on the period beginning in n66, when Diarmait
Mac Murchada appealed to Henry II for aid in recovering the kingdom
of Leinster and offered his daughter along with the succession to his
throne to Richard fitz Gilbert, called Strongbow. Events are followed in
detail from n66 through the end of the reign of Henry II, then more
sketchily through the reigns of Richard I and John.
A few major points underlie the narrative. One is that the Irish and
the English situations were individually complex, and interactions
between them were all the more so; indeed, they were complicated even
further by Welsh, continental, papal, and occasionally even Scottish considerations. Another point is that the differences between Irish practices
and concepts and Anglo-Norman and Angevin practices and concepts
were considerably less than scholars have often thought, certainly not so
great as to prevent a great deal of mutual understanding. Thus, the
arrangements made between the Irish and the English could be understood by the former in the context of their own legal concepts while the
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latter understood them in a feudal sense, but the interpretations, however
disparate their foundations, were surprisingly compatible. A third point is
that understanding of the Irish side of these interactions has often been
rendered difficult by scholars' reliance on eighth-century law tracts to
illuminate twelfth-century Irish political strategy: things that have been
difficult to explain because they violate the rules laid down in the law tracts
loom much less large as problems once it is recognized that the law had
evolved in the intervening centuries.
Although the evidence is so scanty that arguments must often consist
of piling inference on inference (and they do occasionally become quite
tenuous), Flanagan presents the first and third of these themes convincingly. I was somewhat less persuaded of the second and, therefore, would
have liked to see it argued more explicitly. The absence of a chapter-long
conclusion is regrettable. Be that as it may, Flanagan's book must be readand taken seriously-by anyone interested in the origins of English involvement in Ireland.
Emily Zack Tabuteau
Michigan State University

Gervase Rosser, Medieval Westminster: I200-I540, Clarendon Press, 1989,
xvii, 425 pp., ill., fig., tables, app., biblio., index, $84.00.
Medieval Westminster, home of monks and royalty, defies our normal
categories of a medieval town. It had a complex, urban social structure,
but it was not an incorporated city or a borough; rather, it was a "manorial
vill," a village dependency under the abbot of St. Peter's monastery. But
medieval Westminster also defies the historical patterns associated with
the "crisis" of late medieval towns; it does not easily fit the model of
decline with which we are familiar. In Medieval Westminster: I200-I540,
Gervase Rosser attempts to make sense of this anomalous urban concentration, the vill of Westminster.
Rosser's work began as a dissertation at the University of London, and
as such it still bears the marks of its conception: it is thick with wonderfully precise information and thin on interesting or enlightening interpretation. His "central argument ... is an attempt to define [Westminster]
society" (1) . His definition, however, is not an argument but a description
of the physical and social structure of Westminster: The first six chapters
recount the development of Westminster into a royal capital and delineate

